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SERVICE FINDER

Effective January 1, 2026: Payments to the Division of Environmental Health must be submitted

via card or check. Cash will no longer be accepted.

Ticks and Lyme Disease
Ticks and Tick-Borne Disease

More than 15 species of ticks are found in Illinois, but the three most prominent are the

Black-legged Tick, or Deer Tick, the American Dog Tick, or Wood Tick, and the Lone Star

Tick.  In general these ticks are most active from March through November. 

Ticks are not insects; they belong to the arachnid family (i.e. scorpions, spiders, mites).

Ticks do not jump or fly, instead they climb or drop.  They wait in tall grass or weeds for

a suitable host to pass by.  When brushed by a moving animal or person, they let go of

the plant and climb onto the host.

Ticks are very skilled disease carriers because they attach firmly, feed very slowly and often go unnoticed.  Their

sensory organs can track small amounts of gases, such as carbon dioxide left by warm blooded animals and man. 

It is impossible to tell by sight which ticks are infected with disease, so it is important to avoid tick bites when in

areas where ticks may be present.

The risk of tick exposure is greatest in wooded areas, but ticks can also be carried by animals into houses by pets.

 

The most common tick in Illinois is the American Dog Tick, also known as the Wood Tick. Unfed

males and females are reddish brown and about 3/16" long. After feeding, the female will become about

1/2" long (about the size of a small grape), and have a large silver colored spot behind the head. Males

have silver lines on their back and do not get much larger after feeding.

Common Ticks of Illinois
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Although uncommon in Illinois, the American Dog Tick can transmit Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever,

Tularemia, and possibly Ehrlichiosis to humans.

AMERICAN DOG TICK

The Lone Star Tick is found primarily in the southern half of Illinois. The larva is very small, about

the size of the period at the end of this sentence. The nymph is about pin head sized. Adult Lone Star

Ticks are about 1/8" long and brown. The adult female has a white spot on the middle of its back. They

are often mistaken for the Black-legged or Deer Tick because they are so similar in size. The Lone Star

Tick is most active from April through the end of July.

The Lone Star Tick can transmit Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, Tularemia, and possibly Ehrlichiosis

to humans.

LONE STAR TICK

 

The Black-legged Tick, commonly known as the Deer Tick, can be found in wooded areas along

trails. The larvae and nymphs are active in the spring and early summer. Adults may be active in both

spring and fall.

The Black-legged Tick is a three host tick (feeds on three different hosts during its two year life cycle).

If a larva or nymph feeds on an animal infected with Lyme Disease, it can become infected and can pass

the bacteria to other animals and humans during subsequent feedings.

The Deer Tick is established along the river corridors of Illinois and can be found in most Illinois

counties. Illinois residents are more likely to encounter Deer Ticks while traveling to Wisconsin,

Minnesota and the northeastern states.
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DEER TICK

 

The Brown Dog Tick, also known as the Kennel Tick, is found throughout the U.S. This tick feeds on

dogs and rarely bites people. The adult is reddish-brown and about 1/8" long and usually attaches

around the ears or between the toes of a dog to feed. This tick does not survive Illinois winters

outdoors. The Brown Dog Tick is not an important carrier of human disease.

NOTE: Pictures are magnified to highlight their markings and should not be used for size

comparison.

 

Lyme Disease

Two-Year Life Cycle of a Tick

Protecting Yourself from Ticks

Tick Removal

Tick Identification and/or Testing Services

Frequently Asked Questions

Educational Materials
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Relative Size of a Deer Tick
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